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Music development plan summary: 
Rivermead Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2025-2026 

Date this summary was published February 26 

Date this summary will be reviewed January 27 

Name of the school music lead Amy Oliver-Gee 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Bethany Finnegan 

Name of local music hub  Berkshire Maestros 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Rocksteady 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

At Rivermead, we believe music is a powerful outlet for expression, connection, and 

creativity. Our music curriculum is designed to foster a love of music, develop 

confidence in performance and composition, and equip pupils with the knowledge and 

skills to enjoy music throughout their lives. 

Using the ‘Kapow’ music scheme provides a clear, structured progression of musical 

skills across the primary years, ensuring every child builds on previous learning in a 

consistent way. Its carefully sequenced lessons support teachers in delivering a 

high-quality curriculum, while enabling pupils to develop secure knowledge and 

practical skills that align with national curriculum expectations. As children move 

through the scheme, they experience a balanced mix of performing, composing, and 

listening, allowing them to grow in confidence, creativity, and musical understanding 

year by year. 
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At our primary school, every child has the chance to experience the magic of live 

performance. Pupils can step into the spotlight and take part in a full school production, 

developing confidence, teamwork and creativity as they rehearse and perform songs 

for a live audience. For those who prefer to watch and be inspired, there are wonderful 

opportunities to enjoy performances as audience members too — both within the 

school and in a real theatre setting. Whether performing on stage or applauding from 

the seats, every child is able to share in the excitement, joy and lasting memories that 

come from experiencing live theatre. 

 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Our school choir is open to children across the whole of primary school, from Year 1 

through to Year 6, offering every pupil the opportunity to develop their love of singing. 

Each week, choir members come together to rehearse a wide range of songs, 

exploring different styles and genres while building vocal skills, confidence and 

teamwork. 

Through regular practice and dedication, the children prepare for a variety of 

performances throughout the year, sharing their hard work with the school community 

and beyond. Choir provides a joyful, inclusive environment where every voice is valued 

and every child has the chance to shine. 

We are delighted to be partnered with Rocksteady Music School, giving our children 

the exciting opportunity to learn to play instruments such as the drums, guitar or 

keyboard for a subsidised fee. Through weekly band sessions, pupils develop their 

musical skills, confidence and teamwork as they rehearse together and experience the 

thrill of making music as part of a group. 

Each term, the children work towards a live concert, proudly performing at school to 

their peers and families. These high-energy performances celebrate their progress and 

dedication, giving every young musician the chance to shine on stage and share their 

achievements. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 
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Our school choir is proud to work in partnership with inspiring organisations such as 

Young Voices and Berkshire Maestros, giving our pupils unforgettable performance 

opportunities beyond the classroom. Through these collaborations, children take part in 

spectacular large-scale concerts, performing alongside thousands of other young 

singers in world-class venues such as The O2 Arena and The Hexagon. 

These experiences not only develop musical skill and confidence, but also foster 

teamwork, resilience and a true sense of achievement. Performing on such iconic 

stages allows our choir members to feel part of something extraordinary, creating 

memories that last a lifetime. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

Music plays an important role in our school life, with regular music assemblies bringing 

children together to sing, listen and celebrate a wide range of musical styles. These 

shared experiences help to build confidence, develop musical appreciation and foster a 

strong sense of community. We hope to make these assemblies a weekly occurrence, 

further embedding music into the rhythm of school life. 

Alongside this, in the future we would like to work towards providing weekly music 

lessons throughout the year. Currently, music alternates each half term with other 

subjects due to the demands of the curriculum, but we recognise the immense value of 

consistent musical learning. By increasing the frequency of lessons, we hope to give 

every child greater opportunity to develop their skills, creativity and love of music all 

year round. 

Further information (optional) 

Berkshire Maestros – Homepage - Berkshire Music Trust 

Rocksteady - Home - Rocksteady Music School 

Young Voices - The Largest Children’s Choir in the World | Young Voices 

 

https://www.berksmusictrust.org.uk/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://youngvoices.co.uk/

