
 Autumn Spring Summer 
EYFS Continuous Provision is available all year round to support aspects of music- musical instruments outside, regular singing and nursery rhymes. 

Exploring Sound 
Vocal, body, instrumental, environment, Nature, 

African Drumming 

How can we make music? 

Celebration music Diwali, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Christmas 

What music celebrates different festivals?  

Music and Movement 

Action songs, beat, tempo, pitch, movement 

How can we move to a beat and express feelings and emotions 

through movement to music? 

Big Band Instrument, orchestra, beat, instruments, 

performance How can we perform in a big band? 

Musical Stories 
Representing characters, story telling with actions 

How can we use instruments to tell a story? 

Y1 1.1 Pulse and rhythm (Theme: all about me)  
Getting to know one another through games and activities 
designed to introduce pupils to the musical concepts of 
pulse and rhythm. 
Why does Rhythm Have Your Two Hips Moving? 

1.2 Musical Vocabulary (Theme: Under the sea) 
Journeying under the ocean to explore key musical 
vocabulary related to the inter-dimensional elements of 
music. 
What’s in a composer’s toolbox?   

1.3 Classical Music, Dynamics and tempo: animals 
Listening and responding to music, representing animals 
using their bodies and instruments. Learning and performing 
a song, and composing a short section of music as a group 
using their voices and instruments.How can music make 
us imagine animals? 

Y2 2.1 African call and response song: Animals Using 
instruments to represent animals, copying rhythms, reading 
simple notation and learning a traditional African call and 
response song, before creating their own call and response 
rhythms. How can instruments take us on a safari?  

2.2 Orchestral instruments: Traditional stories 
Learning about and identifying the musical instruments of 
the orchestra and composing music based on familiar 
stories.  
Why don’t we always need words to tell a story?  

2.3 Myths and legends Listening to music composed to 
tell stories from famous myths and legends, children 
develop their understanding of musical language and how 
timbre, dynamics and tempo affect the mood of a song. 
How can we make music last forever? 

Y3 3.1 Developing singing techniques and keeping in 
time: The Vikings (taught alongside Iron Age unit and prep 
for Y4) Developing singing skills in this history-themed topic 
and learning to recognise staff notation. 
How can singing promote teamwork in onboard a 
Viking dragon ship? 

3.2 Jazz  
Children are introduced to jazz, including how the genre of 
music evolved over time, and learn how to 
compose and perform a piece with swung quavers. 
What are the ‘Bare Necessities’ of jazz music? 

3.3 Traditional instruments and 
Improvisation (India) 
Learning about traditional Indian music, including the rag 
and the tal, identifying instruments used and creating their 
own improvisation in this style. 
How can a drone create uplifting music in 
Bollywood? 

Y4 4.1 Rock and Roll  
Learn about the significance of dancing within the evolution 
of music and learning to play a walking bass line, which is 
characteristic of this genre of music.   
How does a walking bassline help Bill Haley and his 
Comets Rock Around the Clock? 

4.2 Changes in pitch, tempo and dynamics: Rivers 
Drawing upon their understanding of repeating patterns in 
music, pupils are introduced to the concept of motifs and 
develop their skills by adapting, transposing and performing 
motifs.   
When can repetition be interesting? 

4.3 Adapting and transposing motifs: Romans  
Drawing upon their understanding of repeating patterns in 
music, pupils are introduced to the concept of motifs. They 
will develop their skills further by adapting and transposing 
motifs before performing them to their peers 
If I change a motif, how can it still be the same? 

Y5 5.1 Blues  
Learning about the history of blues music, pupils are 
introduced to the 12-bar blues before learning how to play it 
and recognise it in other music. 
How can the Blues cheer us up? 

5.2 Composition to represent the festival of colour: 
Holi 
Learning about the Indian festival of colour, children explore 
the associations between music, sounds and colour building 
up to composing and performing a musical composition to 
represent Holi.   
How can music be a colour or a shape? 

5.3 Looping and Remixing: Dance Music  
Learning how dance music is created, focusing particularly 
on the use of loops, and learn to play a well-known song 
before putting a dance music spin to it. 
Could a computer replace a composer? 

Y6 6.1 Film Music  6.2 Songs of WW2 
Developing pitch and control. 

 



 

Exploring and identifying the characteristics of film music. 
Creating a composition and graphic score to perform 
alongside a film. 
How can music change the way we feel and 
understand a story in film? 

Learning how to identify pitches and notate a melody using 
pitches. 
How can music inspire you to fight through a war? 


